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SOMETHING TO DO

1. Read aloud the poem “Sherwood,” by Alfred Noyes. It is all about
Robin Hood. Compare the poem by Alfred Noyes with one of
the early ballads about Robin Hood.

2. Get a gramophone record of the round, “Sumer is icumen m,” and
play 1t to the class The round was written in the thirteenth
century, and it is interesting to compare 1t with music known to
be modern After reading the ballad “Sir Patrick Spens,” 1t
mught be possible to get a gramophone record of Pearsall’s part
song, which 15 a musical setting of the famous ballad, Thus is
modern music
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COLUMBUS FINDS
AMERICA

OU have noticed that in telling the story of Britain

we have spoken again and agamn of men and women
who lived outside the British Isles. Julius Casar came
fiom Rome, Hengist and Horsa came from what 1s now
Germany, while Wiliam the Conqueror came from
Normandy in France, and all three helped to make British
history. The story of the Hundred Years’ War would
make no sense at all 1f we read about Edward ITI’s victory
at Crécy and Henry V’s victory at Agincourt, but heard
nothing of the Maid of Orleans, Joan of Arc.

We now come to another bit of Britain’s story which
cannot be understood if we think only of the England,
Scotland, Wales, and Ireland. In 1492 (the date is at
least as important as “William the Conqueror, 1066”),
Christopher Columbus discovered America. A.D. 1492l
AD. 1492! A D. 1492!

In discovering America, Christopher Columbus dis-
covered the Britain of modern tumes For two thousand
years Greece and Italy, in the Mediterranean Sea, had
been the centre of the Western world. When Columbus
discovered America, the centre of the Western world
shifted. The new centre proved to be England, as our
map shows very clearly; London, Bristol, Liverpool, and
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Glasgow, which had seemed to be on the outskirts of
Europe, now proved to be central points in a new trading-
world—the modern world, the world 1n which we live,
the world of to-day

We must know something of this man, Christopher
Columbus, who, without knowing what was to come of
his discovery, did so much for our islands.

Before the time of Columbus, satlors knew the Atlantic
Ocean as a Sea of Darkness. Columbus changed all this.
He was an Italian by birth, the son of an inn-keeper.
Born about the time England was being driven out of
France by Joan of Arc, Columbus went to sea when he
was fourteen years old. Later, he became a map-maker
in Lisbon, the capital of Portugal. When he was thirty
years old, Columbus may have visited Iceland and, per-
haps, heard of the earlier Viking journeys to Greenland.
At any rate, a year or two later he began to ask himself
this question:

“What is there on the other side of the dark Atlantic?”

At last Columbus asked the King of Portugal to give
him ships that he mught find out. Then he tried the
English Court, and when he still did not get the ships
he wanted, Columbus turned to King Ferdinand and
Queen Isabella of Spain for help. In Spain, Columbus
waited for seven long years, but, in 1492, he sailed into
the Sea of Darkness.

The King and Queen of Spain lent Columbus three
ships. Columbus’s own boat, the Santa Maria, was
ninety feet long and carried a crew of fifty-two. One day
the three ships sailed 180 miles; Columbus told his men
they had sailed 144 miles! Why did he do this? Well,
Columbus did not know how far away the New World
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might be and did not want his men to be discouraged
too quickly.

Weeks went by. August passed; September passed;
still the three ships sailed on. On the 8th of October
many birds were seen and Columbus felt sure land was
near. On October 11 came a great discovery—a little
branch full of wild roses floating on the water—another
sure sign of land. On October 12 (what we call October
21 to-day) Columbus discovered the islands known as the
Bahamas. Putting on his armour and wearing a scarlet
cloak, Columbus went ashore and took possession of the
islands for Ferdinand and Isabella of Spain. The natives
seemed well built, athletic, and intelligent, and Columbus
noticed that some of them had rings of gold in their noses.

Gold! “May our Lord in His mercy direct me until
I find this gold.” So Columbus wrote in his jouinal.
When he returned to Spain, 1t was the gold which excited
the Spaniards—the golden belts, the golden masks, the
gold dust, and the nuggets of gold.

While Columbus was discovering America, Vasco da
Gama, a Portuguese sailor, was discovering the sea route
to India, by way of the Cape of Good Hope. Italian and
Dutch navigators also added to the world discoveries.
Tasman, a Dutchman, discovered Tasmania and New
Zealand. Such men as Magellan, who first sailed round
the world, and the Englishman, Francis Drake, completed
these discoveries. 'The world which had centred around-
Greece and Rome for two thousand years passed away;
a new world, the Modern World, came into being, with
the British Isles in the very centre and London as the
chief trading-port.
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ANNUAL SUMMARY

HAT have our history lessons taught us thus far?
Instead of the Britons being a people living just
above the marshland round about a river ford, they have
come to live 1n villages built along highroads or in towns,
where the comforts of Iife can be manufactured or brought
from'long distances. Whereas Britain was a lonely island
in the northern seas at the time of Christ’s birth, by the
end of the Middle Ages it traded with France, Flanders,
and Italy, and Britons who could read were in contact
with the books and knowledge of all Europe. Again, the
church-builders of France had taught British church-
builders how to make great cathedrals, as the castle-
builders of Normandy had taught English builders to
make the great Norman and Plantagenet castles
Such changes are called a “growth of civilization,” that
is to say a growth in the comforts of life, knowledge, and
manufacture. We shall find that the growth of civilization

was to go on until the Britain of to-day, Our Britain, was
possible.
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